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ABSTRACT 

Managing iwaste ihas ibeen ione iof ithe imajor iconundrums ifacing iGhana. iA ilot iof ipeople iincluding 

iauthorities ido inot iknow ihow ito iproperly iwaste itherefore iwaste ihas ibeen icausing iharm ito ihumans, 

ianimals iand ithe ienvironment. iThe imedia iare iof iparamount iimportance ibecause ithey iinform,  

ieducate iand ientertain ithe imasses. iIn iview iof ithis, ithe istudy isought ito iexamine imedia icoverage ion 

iwaste imanagement ipractices iin iGhana. iMoreover, ithe istudy ifocused ion ithe istate iof imedia 

icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iin iGhana, itypes iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia, irepercussions iof 

iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia, iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia iand isources icited 

iby ithe imedia. iDigital imedia, ispecifically inews isites iwere iselected ifor ithe istudy. iSimple irandom 

isampling iwas iused ito iselect itwo iof iGhana’s ireputable inews isites, ithus igraphic.com.gh iand 

imyjoyonline.com. iWaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iby igraphic.com.gh iand 

imyjoyonline.com ifrom i1st
 iJanuary,  i2020 ito i15th

 iSeptember, i2020 iwere iconsidered ifor ithe istudy.  

iThe icontent ion ithe iarticles iwere ianalyzed iusing iquantitative itechniques. iIt iwas ifound iout ithat ithe 

imedia ihave inot ireally ibeen ipaying iattention iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. iTheir ipublication ion 

iwaste imanagement iwas iextremely ilow. iThe itype iof iwaste ithe imedia ireported ion iinclude isolid  

iwaste, iliquid iwaste, igaseous iwaste iand iradioactive iwaste. iMoreover, ithe imedia ireported ithat iwaste 

ileads ito ihealth iproblems, icontamination, ifloods iand iclimate ichange. iThe istudy ibrought ito ithe ifore 

ithat ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia iinclude ilandfill, iincineration,  

irecycling, imechanical ibiological itreatment iand icomposting. iThe istudy irecommends ithat imedia  

ishould igive iwaste imanagement ithe imaximum iattention isince imanaging iwaste iis ione iof ithe icankers  

ifacing ithe icountry iand imust iincessantly ieducate ithe ipublic/readers ion ithe iharmful ieffects iof iwaste 

ias iwell ias ithe iproper iways iof imanaging iwaste. 
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CHAPTER iONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 iBackground ito ithe iStudy 

The iincessant iactivities iof ihumans igenerate itons iof iwaste ievery iday.  iThis iwas inot ia icanker iwhen 

ithe ihuman ipopulation iwas irelatively ismall. iThe isituation iexacerbated ion ithe iback iof iurbanization 

iand ithe igrowth iof iseveral iconurbations i(Giusti, i2009). iOne iof ithe ienvironmental ichallenges 

iconfronting ideveloping icountries iis ithe iinsalubrious idisposal iof iwaste. iIt iis ia iproblem iaddressed 

iby ithe iUnited iNations iat ithe i1992 iConference ion iEnvironment iand iDevelopment iin iRio ide iJaneiro 

iand iwas irecognized ias ia imajor iobstacle iin ithe isustainability iof ithe ienvironment i(Ifegbesan, i2009). 

iThe iaftermath iof ithe iconference ion ienvironment iand idevelopment iwas ithat icountries iembraced 

iand iimplemented iEnvironmental iImpact iAssessment i(EIA) ipolicies, iundated ilegislation, 

istrategies ias iwell ias iguidelines ithat irequired icommunicating iof iinformation iand ipublic 

iconsultation ion iprojects ifor iwhich idevelopment ipermits iwere irequired i(Ifegbesan, i2009). 

Principle i10 iof ithe iRio iDeclaration iindicates ithat i“environmental iissues iare ibest ihandled iwith ithe 

iparticipation iof iall iconcerned icitizens, ion ia irelevant ilevel. iOn ia inational ibasis, ieach iindividual 

ishould ihave iappropriate iaccess ito iinformation iconcerning ithe ienvironment ithat iis iheld iby ipublic  

iauthorities, iincluding iinformation ion ihazardous imaterials iand iactivities iin itheir icommunities, iand 

ithe iopportunity ito iparticipate iin idecision-making iprocesses. iStates ishould ifacilitate iand iencourage 

ipublic iawareness iand iparticipation iby imaking iinformation iwidely iavailable. iEffective iaccess ito 

ijudicial iand iadministrative iproceedings, iincluding iredress iand iremedy, ishould ibe iprovided”  

i(Squires, i2006:1). 
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Poor iwaste imanagement icontaminates iwater, isoil, iand iatmosphere iand ialso iharms ithe ihealth iof 

ihumans iand ianimals. iDuring ithe iprimitive iera, ipandemics ias ia iresult iof iwater icontaminated iwith 

ipathogens idecimated ian ioverwhelming imajority iof ipeople iin iEurope. iEven iin irecent itimes, icholera 

ihas ibecome ione iof ithe icommon idiseases i(Giusti, i2009). iPoor iwaste imanagement ipractices 

ispecifically ithe iprevalent idumping iof iwastes iin iwater ibodies, iuncontrolled idumpsites iexacerbate 

ithe iproblems iof ilow isanitation ilevels iin iAfrica i(United iNations iEconomic iand iSocial iCouncil,  

i2009). iAccording ito iKalantari i& iAsadi i(2009), ienvironmental iproblems ias iwell ias ithe ichanges iin 

iliving iconditions ihave ibecome ipart iof ithe iworld iand iconurbations. 

 

Waste iis ian iamalgam iof idiverse iheterogeneous idiscarded imaterials. i“Waste iproblems iaffect iland, 

iair iand iwater inot ito imention iits ihazards ito ihealth iand iother inatural iresources iof isocial iand 

ieconomic iimportance” i(Agbede i& iAjagbe, i2004: i92). iA ilitany iof ienvironmental ihazards iis ilinked  

iwith ithe imismanagement iof irefuse. iSolid iwastes ithat iare inot iproperly istored, icollected iand 

idisposed ioff ilead ito ishort iterm iand ilong iterm ihealth irisks i(Ajayan i& iSaharsh, i2004). iIn ithe ilong 

iterm, ithere imay ibe idangers iemanating ifrom iwaste idumps ispecifically ion iground iand ito ithe 

ipollution iof idrinking iwater isources. iFlies iemanate idue ito iuncovered ipiles iof irotting irefuse iand ithe 

iflies itransmit ifaecal-oral idiseases. iMoreover, iAnopheles imosquitoes ilive iin ithese iconditions iand  

itransmit imalaria, iyellow ifever, iand iother idiseases iparticular iwhen iit irains. iRats ialso ilive iin ithese  

iconditions ibecause itheir imain isource iof ifood iis irefuse iand iin idump iyards. iThey imultiply iand imove 

ito ineighbouring ihouses. iThey itransmit ia imyriad iof idiseases isuch ias idiarrhoea, icholera, ityphoid 

iamong iothers i(Akpoghiran, i2015). 

 

Furthermore irefuse ithat iare inot imanaged iproperly ican icause ifire. iFlammable iwaste imaterials 

idumped iat idump iyards icause ifire iwhen ihot iashes iare iinadvertently iadded ito iwastes. iMany ia itimes,  
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ithe ifire istarts iwith iresorting ito iopen iburning iof irefuse.  i iWhen ithe iopen idumps iare ifired, itoxic  

isubstances iare ireleased iinto ithe iatmosphere. iBurning iof irefuse ileads ito iloss iof ivaluable irecyclable 

imaterial iand iland idegradation. iMoreover iburning iof imaterials isuch ias iplastics, ielectronic 

icomponents, itires, ipolythene iand iother isubstances iproduces iharmful igases iinto ithe iatmosphere 

icausing ipollution. iRefuse ithat iare inot imanaged iproperly ican ilead ito iwater ipollution iby irain 

iwashing idebris iout iof ipiles iand iinto isurface iwater. iThe istench ifrom ithe irefuse iis ialso iunpleasant ito 

ithe ienvironment i(Akpoghiran, i2015). 

Proper idump isites iand icontainers iare inot iprovided iby ithe iauthorities iwhich itherefore itriggers 

ipeople ito idump iwaste iin iopen istreet idrains iand iurban iwaterways.  iWaste idumped iat iwater ichannels  

iblocks irunning iwater icausing iflood i(Ajayan i& iSaharsh, i2003). iEven iwhen ithe iauthorities iprovide  

iproper idump isites iand icontainers, ipoor ipublic iattitudes iof iimproper iwaste idisposal ias iwell ias 

iutilization iof iwaste icontainers iand ilack iof iself-consciousness iof ia iclean ienvironment iare ithe 

ichallenges iof iwaste imanagement i(Ifegbesan, i2009). iIn itimes ipast, ienvironmental iproblems iwere 

iregarded ias itechnical iand ieconomic iproblems. iHowever iin irecent itimes, ithe isocial idimensions iof 

ienvironmental iproblems isuch ias ipublic iattention iand ipeople’s iattitudes itowards ithe ienvironment  

ihave ibecome ione iof ithe iareas iof ienvironmental isociology iand ienvironmental ipsychology 

i(Kalantari i& iAsadi,  i2009). 

Here iin iGhana, ienvironmental iconditions iin ia icouple iof iconurbations iare ihorrendous idue ito 

iinadequate iprovision iof iservices isuch ias iwater isupply,  isanitation iand iwaste idisposal.  iThese 

iproblems ihinder ithe isocio-economic idevelopment iof ithe icountry ias iwell ias iimprovements iin ithe 

ilives iof iindividuals i(Songsore, i2004). iAccording ito iTamakloe i(2006), ilack iof iinstitutional 

icapacity ito iplan iand imanage iurban isettlements iand iface ithe ichallenges iassociated iwith 

iurbanization iis ia imajor icontributing ifactor ito ithe ipoor ienvironmental iconditions iin iGhana. iWaste 
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idisposal iis ia imenace ithat iseems ito ioverpower ithe iauthorities. iIn iview iof ithis, iTamakloe i(2006) 

irefer ito iit ias ia i“nightmare”. 

Communication iis isalient ibecause iit iplays ia ivital irole iin ishaping ipeople’s iunderstanding iof ithe 

inatural iworld. iThe imedia icould ibe ia ipotent iforce ifor ipublic ienlightenment iand ipopular ieducation 

i(McQuail, i2010). iCommunication iis ithe iterrain iwhereby ia iplethora iof iviewpoints iare inegotiated 

i(Carvalho, i2009). iThe imedia iare iof iparamount iimportance iin ithe isense ithat ithey ican ibe iused ito 

iamplify ienvironmental iissues iand ialso iinfluence ithe icourse iof ipolicy iand ibehavioural ichange  

i(Akpoghiran, i2015). iThe iEuropean iCommission ifor iEnvironment iposits ithat ithe icause iof 

ienvironmental iproblems ias iwell ias ipossibilities ifor iaddressing ithem iis iheavily idependent ion 

ihuman iperceptions iand iattitudes iwhich iare irelated ito ivalues, ipreferences iand ibeliefs iabout ithe 

iworld. iAkpoghiran i& iOkoro i(2014) ibelieve ithat imass ienlightenment ivia ithe imedia ican ihelp 

iinfluence iand ipersuade ipeople ito ialter itheir ibeliefs, ipromote itheir ivalue iand iattitudes itowards 

iwaste. 

1.2 iProblem iStatement 

Waste idisposal iand imanagement iis ia iconundrum iaffecting iour iconurbations iand ienvironment. 

iEverybody iis iconsidered ito ibe ia igenerator iof iwaste ihence ia icontributor ito ithis iconundrum.  iThe  

iproblem iof iwaste imanagement iis idue ito ipeople’s iattention iand iattitudes itowards ithe ienvironment 

ior ion ithe ilevel iof iconcern ito ithe ienvironment iwhich icould ibe iaffected iby ienvironmental 

iawareness, iattitudes iand ibehaviours, ivalues, iand iactions i(Kalantari i& iAsadi, i2010). iGoal i5, igoal i6, 

iand igoal i7 iof ithe iUnited iNations iMillenium iDevelopment iGoals i(MDGs) iare ito iimprove imaternal 

ihealth, ito icombat iHIV/AIDS, imalaria iand iother idiseases iand ito iensure ienvironmental 

isustainability irespectively. iAll ithree igoals irelate ito ia ihealthy ienvironment. iProper imanagement ior 

iprotection iof ithe ienvironment iis istill ia imajor ichallenge iconfronting igovernments iat iall ilevels  
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i(Akpoghiran i& iOkoro, i2014). iThe iconcentration iof ipopulation iand ibusiness iactivities iin icities iin 

iGhana iis iperpetually iaccompanied iby ian iupsurge iin ithe ivolume iof isolid iwaste igenerated ifrom 

iproduction iand iconsumption iactivities. iThose iat ithe ihelm iof iaffairs iare istruggling ito iorganize 

iadequate icollection iand isafe idisposal iof iwaste iin ithe ivarious ijurisdictions i(Baabereyir, i2009). 

iUrban isettlements iin iGhana ioverburdened iwith ipersistent iwaste iproblems iwhich ithreatens ipublic  

ihealth iand ienvironment. iAccumulation iof igarbage, iheavy istreet ilitter, iwaste-clogged idrains iand 

iwater ibodies iand istinking igutters ihave ibecome ithe iorder iof ithe iday i(Baabereyir, i2009). iThe irole iof 

ithe imedia iis ito iinform, ieducate iand ientertain. iThe imedia iplay ian iimportant irole iin ithe isociety 

ibecause ithey iprovide ithe ipublic iwith inews ion ia idaily ibasis ithat ileads ito ithe idevelopment iof ithe 

isociety. iThe inews ithe imedia iprovide iare ivery iinformative ibecause ithey ihelp ithe ipublic ikeep iup 

iwith ithe ipace iof ievents iaround ithem iand iacross ithe iglobe. iHowever iwith iregards ito iinformation 

iand ieducation ion iwaste imanagement, ithe imedia ihave ibeen ifailing ithe igeneral ipublic. i iRukeh i& 

iOgbemi i(2007) iconducted ia istudy ion icommunication ias ia itool ifor ithe imanagement iof iwaste. iThey 

irevealed ithat ipoor ienvironmental ireporting ion ithe ipart iof ithe imedia iis ialso ia iconundrum. iIt iis 

itherefore iprudent ito iexamine imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement ipractices iin iGhana. 

1.3 iResearch iObjectives 

1.3.1 iGeneral iObjective 

The istudy isought ito iexamine imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement ipractices iin iGhana. 

1.3.2 iSpecific iObjectives 

1. To idetermine ithe istate iof imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iin iGhana. 

2. To iexamine ithe itypes iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia. 

3. To iascertain ithe irepercussions iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia. 
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4. To iassess ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia. 

5. To idetermine ithe isources iof inew istories. 

 

1.4 iResearch iQuestions 

1. What iis ithe istate iof imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iin iGhana? 

2. What iare ithe itypes iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia? 

3. What iare ithe irepercussion iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia? 

4. What iwaste imanagement ipractices iare ireported iby ithe imedia? 

5. Who iare ithe isources icited iin ithe inews istories? 

 

1.5 iSignificance iof ithe iStudy 

The istudy iwill ibe imeritorious ito ia icouple istakeholders isuch ias igovernment, imedia ioutlets, igeneral 

ipublic iand iacademicians. 

First iand iforemost, ithe igovernment iof iGhana iwould iget ito iknow ithe ireal isituation ion ithe iground 

iwith iregards ito iwaste iand iits irepercussions ion ihumans iand ithe ienvironment. iThis iwill ihelp ithe 

igovernment icome iup iwith ipolicies ito ideal iwith ithe icanker. 

Secondly, ithe imedia ioutlets iwill iget ito iknow ithe ilacuna iin itheir ireportage ion iwaste imanagement. iIn 

iascertaining ithis, ithey iwill igive itheir iall iwhen ireporting ion iwaste imanagement. 

The istudy iwill ialso iinform ithe igeneral ipublic ion ihow ito iproperly imanage iwaste iin itheir irespective 

ivicinities ito iavoid idiseases, ipollution iand iland idegradation. i 

The istudy iwill ialso iserve ias ia iliterature ifor iother iresearchers iwho iwill ibe iwilling ito iresearch ion ithe  

isame iarea iof istudy. 



7 
 

1.6 iScope iof ithe iStudy 

The iscope iof ithe istudy iis ilimited ito imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement ipractices iin iGhana.  

iDigital imedia iwas ichosen ifor ithe istudy, ispecifically inews iwebsites iof isome imedia ioutlets. iThe 

inews iwebsites iwere iselected ifor ithe istudy ibecause idata iwas ieasily iaccessible icompared ito 

itraditional imedia. iTwo inews iwebsites iwere iselected ifor ithe istudy iand ithey iwere igraphic.com.gh 

iand imyjoyonline.com. iNews istories ipublished ion iwaste imanagement iby ithe iselected inews 

iwebsites ifrom i1st
 iJanuary, i2020 ito i15th

 iSeptember, i2020 iwere iused ifor ithe istudy. iThe icontent iof 

ithe inews istories iwere ianalyzed iusing iquantitative itechniques. i 

1.7 iOrganization iof ithe iStudy 

The istudy iwere iorganized iinto ifive ichapters. i 

Chapter ione iwhich idepicts ithe iintroductory ichapter iemphasizes ion ithe ibackground ito ithe istudy, 

istatement iof ithe iproblem, iresearch iobjectives, iresearch iquestions, isignificance iof ithe istudy, iscope 

iof ithe istudy iand ithe iorganization iof ithe istudy. iChapter itwo ireviews irelevant iliterature, iboth 

itheoretical iand iempirical.  iThe itheoretical iliterature ifocuses ion idefinitions, iconcepts, iand 

iideologies iregarding iwaste imanagement iwhiles ithe iempirical iliterature ihighlights istudies iby iother 

iresearchers iin ithe iarea iof istudy. iChapter ithree ialso ipresents ithe imethodology iused iin ithe iresearch 

iwhich iincludes ithe iresearch idesign, isampling, isource iof idata, icoding iparameters iand istatistical 

ianalysis. iChapter ifour iconsists iof idata ianalysis iand idiscussions iof ifindings. iChapter ifive iwhich iis 

ithe iconcluding ichapter icontains ithe ikey ifindings iof ithe istudy, irecommendations iand iconclusion. 



8 
 

CHAPTER iTWO 

LITERATURE iREVIEW 

2.1 iIntroduction 

This ichapter ifocuses ion iboth itheoretical iand iempirical iliterature. iThe itheoretical iliterature ifocuses 

ion itheories ion iwaste imanagement, iconcepts iin iwaste imanagement, ienvironmental iconcern, iwaste 

ihierarchy, iwaste imanagement ipractices ias iwell ias icommunication iand iwaste imanagement. iThe 

iempirical iliterature ifocuses ion isimilar istudies idone iin ithis iarea iof istudy. 

 

2.2 iTheoretical iLiterature 

2.2.1 iTheories ion iWaste iManagement 

The itheories iused ito ianalyze ithe iconcept iof iwaste imanagement iinclude iWaste iManagement 

iTheory iand iValue iChange iTheory. 

 

2.2.1.1 iWaste iManagement iTheory 

Waste imanagement itheory iwas ipropounded iby iPongrácz, iPhilips i& iKeiski i(2004) iand ihas ibeen 

iintroduced iinto ienvironment isciences. iWaste imanagement itheory iis ian iamalgamated ibody iof 

iknowledge iabout iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. iThe itheory iwas ipropounded ion ithe iexpectation 

ithat iwaste imanagement iis ito iprevent iwaste ithat icause iharm ito ihuman ihealth iand ithe ienvironment 

iand ialso ipromote iresource iuse ioptimization. iIn iother iwords, ithe ifundamental icardinal igoal iof 

iwaste imanagement itheory iis ito iintegrate ithe iminimization iof iwaste iand/or iresource iuse 

ioptimization igoals iand ivalues. iIt iis ian ieffort ito iorganize ivarious ivariables iof iwaste imanagement 

isystem ias iit istands itoday. iMoreover, iwaste imanagement itheory iis iwithin ithe iparadigm iof iindustrial 
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iecology iand ialso ibuilt iside iby iside iwith iother ipertinent itheories iparticularly iDesign iTheory 

i(Pongrácz iet ial, i2004). i i 

2.2.1.2 iValue iChange iTheory i 

The ivalue ichange itheory imakes iuse iof ithe itechnique iof icomparative ifeedback ito iencourage 

iattitudinal iand ibehavioural ichange i(Folarin, i2005). iIt iindicates ithat iother ithan iinforming ipeople  

iregarding ithe iharmful ior ipositive ieffects iof icertain ikinds iof ibehaviour, imethods ibased ion ivalue 

ichange itheory ipushes ithe ipeople ito itest itheir iown ivalues iagainst iothers, iwhich iare iassumed ito ibe 

isocially iacceptable. iThe ihypothesis iis ithat isince ivalues itrigger iattitudes iwhich ialso itrigger 

ibehaviour, iit iis ipresumed ithat ia ichange iin ivalue iwill iresult iin icorresponding ichanges iin iattitude 

iand ibehaviour i(Folarin,  i2005). i 

 

Individuals imust ihave iclear iinformation iregarding ithe iranking iof itheir ipresent ivalue. iThis iis ithe 

ijuncture iwhere ithe irole iof ithe imedia iwith iregards ito iinforming iand ieducating ibecomes imore 

iimportant. iIt iis iexpected iof ithe imedia ito iinform ior ieducate ithe igeneral ipublic iabout itheir 

ibehaviours iand iattitudes ithat imight ibe iinimical iand idetrimental ito ithe ienvironment. i iHarmful 

iattitudes iand ibehaviours iof iindividuals itowards ito ithe ienvironment iare iregarded ias ivalue-action 

igap. iThis iterm iis iused ito idescribe ithe igap ithat ioccurs iwhen ithe ivalues ior iattitudes iof ipeople ido inot 

icorrelate iwith itheir iactions. iMedia icampaigns ion iwaste imanagement ican ihelp ichange ithe ivalues iof 

ipeople ias iwell ias ipromote ienvironmental ivalues i(Akpoghiran, i2015). i 

 

2.2.2 iConcepts iin iWaste iManagement 

2.2.2.1 iDefinition iof iWaste 

A isignificant inumber iof iliterature ihas icentered ion iwaste iproblem ihowever ithe idefinition iof ithe 

iterm i“waste” ihas irarely ibeen iwritten iabout. iAccording ito iPalmer i(2005), i“the iterm iis ifrequently 
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ileft ias ian iundefined iprimitive iin ispite iof iits icritical iimportance iand ifrequently,  ia ilist iof itypes iof 

iwaste iis isubstituted ifor ithe iunderlying idefinition”. iDefinitions iof i“waste” iare irather iseen iin 

idocuments isuch ias iencyclopaedia, idictionaries iand itechnical ireports iof igovernments iand 

iorganizations. iThe iLongman iDictionary iof iContemporary iEnglish i(p.162) idefines iwaste ias i“the 

iunwanted imaterial ior isubstance ithat iis ileft iafter iyou ihave iused isomething”. iMoreover ithe iNew 

iShorter iOxford iEnglish iDictionary ion iHistorical idefines iwaste ias i“the iunusable imaterial ileft iover 

ifrom ia iprocess iof imanufacture, ithe iuse iof iconsumer igoods ietc, ior ithe iuseless iby-products iof ia 

iprocess”. iAccording ito iDavies i(2008:4), iwastes iare i“unwanted ior iunusable imaterials ithat iemanate 

ifrom inumerous isources ifrom iindustry iand iagriculture ias iwell ias ibusinesses iand ihouseholds i… iand  

ican ibe iliquid, isolid ior igaseous iin inature, iand ihazardous ior inon-hazardous idepending ion iits ilocation 

iand iconcentration”. i iDavies i(2008:5) iin iaddition iindicates ithat i“what isome ipeople iconsider ito ibe 

iwaste imaterials ior isubstances iare iconsidered ia isource iof ivalue iby iothers”. 

2.2.2.2 iClassification iof iwaste 

A iplethora iof icriteria iare inormally iused ito iclassify iwastes iinto ivarious itypes iand ithey iinclude itheir 

isources, iphysical istate, imaterial icomposition ias iwell ias ithe ilevel iof irisk iassociated iwith iwaste 

isubstances. iThe iclassification iof iwaste iprovides ia iground ifor idevelopment iof iright iwaste 

imanagement ipractices i(World iBank, i1999). 

Table i2.1 iClassification iof iWaste 

Criteria ifor iwaste iclassification Examples iof iwaste itypes 

Sources ior ipremises iof igeneration Residential,  icommercial, iindustrial, imunicipal iservices, 

building iand iconstruction, iagricultural 

Physical istate iof iwaste imaterials Liquid, isolid, igaseous, iradioactive 

Material icomposition iof iwaste Organic ifood iwaste, ipaper iand icard, iplastic, iinert, imetal, 

iglass, 

textile 

Level iof irisk Hazardous, inon-hazardous 

Source: iWorld iBank i(1999) 
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The isource iclassification iof iwaste iis ibased ion ithe ipremise ithat iwaste igenerated icomes ifrom ivarious 

isectors iof isociety isuch ias iresidential, icommercial iand iindustrial isources. iThe isource iclassification 

iof iwaste iwas iby iWorld iBank i(1999) ibased ion ia istudy iin iAsia. iThe iclassifications iinclude 

iresidential, icommercial,  iindustrial, imunicipal iservices, iconstruction iand idemolition, iprocessing  

iand iagricultural isources. 

Table i2.2 iSources iand iTypes iof iWaste 

Sources Typical iwaste igenerators Types iof isolid iwaste 

Residential Single iand imultifamily 

idwellings 

Food iwastes, ipaper, icardboard, 

iplastics, itextiles, iglass, imetals, 

iashes, ispecial iwastes i(bulky 

iitems, iconsumer ielectronics, 

ibatteries, ioil, itires) iand ihousehold 

ihazardous iwastes 

Commercial Stores, ihotels, irestaurants, 

imarkets, ioffice ibuildings 

Paper, icardboard, iplastics, iwood, 

ifood iwastes, iglass, imetals, ispecial 

iwastes, ihazardous iwastes 

Institutional Schools, igovernment icenter, 

ihospitals, iprisons 

Paper, icardboard, iplastics, iwood, 

ifood iwastes, iglass, imetals, ispecial 

iwastes, ihazardous iwastes 

Municipal iservices Street icleaning, ilandscaping, 

iparks, ibeaches, irecreational 

iareas 

Street isweepings, ilandscape iand 

itree itrimmings, igeneral iwastes 

ifrom iparks, ibeaches, iand iother 

recreational iareas 

Construction iand 

demolition 

New iconstruction isites, iroad 

irepairs, irenovation isites, 

idemolition iof ibuildings 

Wood, isteel, iconcrete, idirt 

Process(manufacturing, 

etc) 

Heavy iand ilight imanufacturing, 

refineries, ichemical iplants, 

ipower iplants, imineral 

iextraction iand iprocessing 

Industrial iprocess iwastes, iscrap 

imaterials, ioff-specification 

products, islay, itailings 

Agriculture Crops, iorchards, ivineyards, 

idairies, ifeedlots, ifarms 

Spoilt ifood iwastes, iagricultural 

iwastes, ihazardous iwastes i(e.g. 

ipesticides). 

Source: iWorld iBank i(1999) 

 

Many ia itimes, ithe imaterial icomposition iof iwaste iis iused ito iclassify iwastes iinto iorganic iwaste, 

ipaper iand icardboard, iplastic, iglass, iceramics, itextiles imetal iand iinert iwaste. iClassification iof iwaste 

ion ithe iback iof imaterial icomposition iwas ibrought ito ilight iby ithe iSurrey iCounty, iUK iin i2002/2003. 
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Table i2.3: iMaterial iclassification iof iwaste 

Waste itype Examples 

Paper Newspapers, icardboards, ioffice iwaste ipaper, imagazine/glossy 

Plastics Bottles, iexpanded ipolystyrene, ifilm iplastic, iother irigid iplastics 

Glass Clear iglass, igreen iglass, iamber iglass, inon-recyclable iglass 

Metals Steel icans, ialuminum icans, iother iferrous, iother ialuminum 

Organics Yard iwaste-grass, iyard iwaste-other, iwood, itextiles, idiapers, 

ifines, iother iorganics 

Inorganic Electronics, icarpets, idrywall, iother iconstruction iand 

idemolition, iother iinorganic 

Source: iSurrey iCountry i(2002/2003) 

 

On ithe iback iof ithe iphysical istate iof iwaste isubstances, ithe imaterials iin ithe iwaste istream ican ibe 

icategorized iinto iliquid, isolid, igaseous iand iradioactive iwastes i(World iBank, i1999). 

Table i2.4: iClassification iof iwaste ibased ion iphysical istate iof iwaste isubstances 

Waste itype Examples 

Liquid iwaste Sewage isludge, iwaste iwater ifrom ibath ihouse iand ikitchens 

Solid iwaste Food iwaste, ipaper, iplastic, imetal, idebris 

Gaseous iwaste Factory ismoke, ivehicle iexhaust ismoke, ifumes ifrom iburning 

iwaste idumps 

Radioactive iwaste Radiation, iuranium, iplutonium, iexcess ienergy 

Source: iWorld iBank i(1999) 

 

 

The ipotential ihealth ior ipollution irisk iof iwaste imaterials iis ialso iused ito iclassify iwaste imaterials iinto 

ihazardous iand inon-hazardous iwaste. iUS iEPA i(2008) idefines ihazardous iwaste ias iwastes iwith 

iproperties ithat imake ithem ipotentially iharmful ito ihuman ihealth iand ienvironment. iHazardous 

iwastes ican ibe iin ithe iform iof isolids, iliquids, icontained igases ior isludge. iMoreover ihazardous iwaste 

ican ibe ithe iby-products iof imanufacturing iprocesses ior idiscarded icommercial iproducts isuch ias 

icleaning ifluids ior ipesticides. iDue ito ithe ipotential ipollution idanger ihazardous iwastes ipose, ithey 

irequire irigorous iand icautious imethods iof idisposal i(US iEPA, i2008). iMaking iinferences ifrom ithe 

iEPA’s iHazardous iWaste iListings i(2008), ithe icategories iof ihazardous iwaste ientail icorrosive iwaste, 

iignitable iwaste, ireactive iwaste, itoxicity icharacteristic iwaste, iacute ihazardous iwaste iand itoxic 
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iwaste. iSpecial iwaste iis ia itype iof ihazardous iwaste iis ivery idangerous ito itreat, ikeep ior idispose iof. 

iThis itype iof iwaste irequires ispecial idisposal iarrangements. iAn iexample iof ispecial iwaste iis ihard 

iclinical iwaste isuch ias icontaminated iswabs, isharps iand ihuman iparts i(US iEPA, i2008). iNon-

hazardous iwaste ion ithe ihand iis inot ithat idangerous iand ican ieffortlessly ibe idealt iwith. iExamples iof 

inon-hazardous iwaste iinclude iinert imaterials isuch ias iuncontaminated iearth iand iexcavated iwaste 

isuch ias igravels, iconcrete islates, ibricks iand isand i(US iEPA, i2008). i i 

 

In iaddition, iwaste ican ialso ibe iclassified iinto ibiodegradable iand inon-biodegradable iwaste. 

iBiodegradable iwaste icomes ifrom iplant ior ianimal isources iand ican ibe ibroken idown iby ibacterial 

iaction ior iother iliving iorganisms.  iIn iview iof ithis, ithe ilifespan iof ibiodegradable iwaste iin ithe 

ienvironment iis ishort. iMoreover ibiodegradable iwaste ican ibe ifound iin imunicipal isolid iwaste isuch 

ias ifood iwaste, iyard iwaste iand ipaper. iHuman iexcreta, isewage, islaughterhouse iwaste iand idroppings 

iof ianimals iare iall ipart iof ibiodegradable iwaste imaterials i(Lapidos, i2007). iOn ithe iother ihand, inon-

biodegradable iwaste iis ia itype iof iwaste isubstance ithat icannot ibe ibroken idown iby inatural iprocesses 

ior iliving iorganisms. iExamples iof inon-biodegradable iwaste iinclude iceramics, iplastics iand imetals 

i(Lapidos, i2007). 

2.2.3 iEnvironmental iConcern 

 

Environmental iconcern iis iregarded ias ione iof ithe ifirst isteps iwith iregards ito ienvironmental 

imanagement. iIt iintegrates ia icompendium iof idimensions iin ithe isense ithat iattitude ireflects idiverse 

iaspects iabout ihumans iand inature isuch ias iawareness iof iecological iproblems, iexhibition iof ieco-

conscious ibehaviour, igreen imovement iand isupport ifor ienvironmental iregulation. iEnvironmental 

iconcern ibasically ihas ito ido iwith ia iperson’s iattitude itowards ithe ienvironment ior ithe inexus ibetween 

ihumans iand ithe iecosystem i(Bao, i2009). iA isignificant inumber iof iresearch ihas ibeen iconducted ion 
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ienvironmental iconcern. iThe iresults iof isome iresearch irevealed ithat ipeople iwho itended ito ibe 

ienvironmental iconscious iwere ilikely ito ibe iyoung iand iwell ieducated i(Dietz i& iKalof, i2003). iIt iwas 

ilater irealized ithat idemographic ivariables iare inot isufficient iin ielucidating ienvironmental 

iconsciousness iand ieco-friendly ibehaviour ihowever ithe iwillingness ito iembrace ia iresponsible 

ienvironmental ibehaviour iis ikey i(Haytko i& iMatulich, i2009). 

 

Environmental iconsciousness iis ithe ifirst istep itowards isolid iwaste imanagement. iA isignificant 

inumber iof iresearch ialso iindicates ithat ienvironmental iconsciousness iis ikey iand iessential ito ipro-

environmental ibehavioural ichange i(Haytko i& iMatulich, i2009). iOne iof ithe istudies irecommended 

ithat i“personal iattachment ito ithe ienvironment ican iencourage ipro-environmental ibehaviours, 

iranging ifrom ienvironmental isuch ias iecological irelevant ipetition ifor ipro-environmental ilaws iand 

iregulations, imembership iin ianti-pollution iorganizations ito ienergy iconservation i iand iresponsible  

iuse iof iresources” i(Bao, i2009:6). iAccording ito iPost i(2007), ienvironmental iconcern ihas ithe 

itendency iof ihaving ia ibearing ion ipeople’s ipropensity ito ibehave iin ia imanner ifavourable ito ithe 

ienvironment ilike isolid iwaste imanagement. iPost i(2007:21) i“investigated iwhether igeneral 

ienvironmental iattitudes iand iconcern iare istrong ipredictors iof ibehaviour iwhen ithe iamount iof ieffort 

irequired ifor ithe ibehaviour iis ihigh. iThe iresearch ishowed ithat ienvironmental iconcern ipredicted 

irecycling ibehaviour ionly iwhen ithe iamount iof ieffort irequired ifor iaction iwas ihigh. iInstead, 

ibehaviours ihave iproven ito ibe imore isignificantly iinfluenced iby ispecific iattitudes iabout irecycling, 

ilike iknowledge iof iwaste ireduction imethods, iaccess ito iprogrammes, itime, ieffort, iand 

iconvenience”. 

2.2.4 iWaste iHierarchy 

Appropriate iwaste imanagement ipractices iare iexplained iwith ithe iwaste imanagement ihierarchy. iThe 

iwaste imanagement ihierarchy ihas iwholly ibeen iembraced ias ia inational iand iinternational iguide ifor 
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iprioritizing iwaste imanagement ipractices iwith ithe iaim iof iachieving ithe ibest ienvironmental iresults 

i(Mariwah, i2012). iThe ihierarchy isets ithe ipreferred iorder iof iwaste imanagement ipractices, ifrom ito 

ileast ipreferred. iEnergy irecovery iis ia ifavourable iform iof idisposing ioff iwaste. iThis imethod iworks 

iby irecycling isome iforms iof iwaste iinto ia ifuel isource ifor iheating, ipowering iturbines iand icooking.  

iRecycling iis ireferred ito ias ithe imethod iof iextracting iresources ior ivalue ifrom iwaste, ithus irecovering 

ior ireusing ia icertain imaterial i(Adu-Boahen, iAtampugre, iAntwi, iOsman, iOsei, iMensah i& iAdu-

Boahen, i2014). iThere ia iplethora iof imethods iof irecycling imaterials iand ithey iinclude iextracting iand  

ireprocessing iraw imaterials, iconverting ithe icalorific icontent iof iwaste iinto ielectricity,  iphysical iand 

ibiological ireprocessing ietc. iReuse irequires iless ienergy icompared ito irecycling. iFactors isuch ias ithe 

iconsumer idesire ifor i“newness” ican iconspire iagainst ireuse. iThere iare ia inumber iof imethods iclothes,  

ibooks, ibuildings, icars iand iother imaterials iare ireused i(Adu-Boahen iet ial., i2014). i 

Figure i2.1 iIdeal iWaste iManagement iPyramid 

 

 

It iis inot ireasonable ito ipay ifinancial iand ienergy/greenhouse icosts ifor iwaste itwo itimes, ifirst ito icreate 

iit iand isecondly ito idispose iit  ioff. iPrevention iis ithe iapex izero iwaste ichallenge, iin iother iwords ithe 

ihighest ipoint ion ithe iwaste imanagement ihierarchy iis iprevention. iThe ivolume ias iwell ias ithe irate iat 
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iwhich iresources iare ichanneled ivia ithe ihuman ieconomy ishould idecelerated. iIn iorder ito ieffectively 

iaddress ithe izero iwaste iand iclimate ichange iagenda, ithere imust ibe ia imove ibeyond irecycling iinto ithe 

iuncharted iterritory iof ithe ihigher iend iof ithe ihierarchy,  ito ireuse iand iprevent iwith iemphasis ion ieco-

efficiency i(Adu-Boahen iet ial., i2014). 

2.2.5 iWaste iManagement iPractices 

2.2.5.1 iLandfill i 

Landfill iis ia imethod iof idisposing iwaste ion iland idevoid iof icreating inuisances ior ihazards ito ipublic  

ihealth ior isafety. iIt iis idone iby imaking iuse iof ithe iprinciples iof iengineering ito iconfine ithe iwaste ito 

ithe ismallest ipractical ivolume ias iwell ias icovering iit iwith ia ilayer iof iearth iat ithe iend iof ieach iday’s 

ioperation ior iincessant iintervals i(Ukpong, i2006). iA imore imodern iengineered ilandfill icomprises ia  

iwaste icontainment iliner isystem iwhich iisolates iwaste ifrom ithe isubsurface ienvironment, isystems 

ifor icollecting iand imanaging ileachate iand igas iand iplacing ia ifinal icover iafter iwaste ideposition iis 

idone i(Laner, iSharff, iMorris i& iBarlaz, i2012). i 

One iof ithe imajor ioutputs iof ilandfill iis imethane iand iit iis iproduced ivia ithe idecomposition iof iorganic 

iwastes iunder ianaerobic iconditions. iLandfill igas ithat icomes ifrom ithe ilandfill ioperation ican ibe iused 

iin ia igas iengine ito igenerate ielectricity. iIt ican ialso ibe iused iinto ia inatural igas igrid ior ifor idirect  

iutilization ias itransport ifuel i(UNEP, i2015). iAccording ito iEunomia i(2015), ia iknown itechnique ito 

ipre-treat iwaste ibefore iit ican ibe idisposed iin ilandfill iis imechanical ibiological itreatment. iThis ican 

ilead ito ithe imaterial ito ibe ilandfilled ibeing irelatively iharmless iand inot iso istrong ito igenerate imethane 

iand ileachate. 
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2.2.5.2 iIncineration 

Incineration iis ithe icombustion iof iwaste ifor irecovering ienergy. iUnder iconditions iof ihigh 

itemperature, ithese iwaste itreatments iare iseen ias ithermal itreatments. iIncineration ireduces ithe iform 

iof iwaste ifrom i96% ito i95% iand ithis ireduction iis iheavily idependent ion ithe irecovery idegree iand 

icomposition iof imaterials. iThis iclearly iindicates ithat iincineration idoes inot isupersede ilandfilling ibut 

iminimizes ithe iamount ito ibe idisposed iin ithat imanner i(Waste iManagement iResources, i2009). 

iIncinerators iconvert iwaste imaterials iinto iheat, igas, isteam iand iash. iIncineration iis idone ion ia ismall 

iscale iby iindividuals iand ion ia ilarge iscale iby iindustries. iThis imethod iis iused ito idispose iof isolid, 

iliquid iand igaseous iwaste. iIt iis iseen ias ia ipractical imethod iof idisposing iof isome ihazardous iwaste 

imaterials. iMoreover, iincineration iis ia icontroversial imethod iof iwaste idisposal ibasically ibecause iof 

iissues isuch ias iemission iof igaseous ipollutants i(Bacinschi, iRizescu, iStoian i& iNecula, i2015). 

2.2.5.3 iRecycling 

Halkos i(2013) idefines irecycling ias ithe isystematic icollection, iprocessing iand ireuse iof imaterials.  

iThe imaterials iinclude ipaper, iiron, iglass, iplastic, ialuminium iproducts iand iwood. iAkpoghiran 

i(2015) ialso idefines irecycling ias ithe iconversion iof ia iuseless imaterial iinto ia ivaluable imaterial.  

iRecycling ientails ithe icollection iof irecyclable imaterials, isorting ithe imaterial iout iinto igeneric itype, 

iprocessing iinto idensified iform ifor isale ito ireclaimer iand imodifying ithe idensified imaterial iinto ia 

imarketable iproduct i(Akpoghiran, i2015). iRecycling icomes iwith ia iplethora iof ibenefits ihence iit ihas 

ibecome ia ivery iimportant ias iaspect iof iwaste imanagement. iRecycling ireduces ithe iamount iof iwaste 

isent ito ilandfills iand iincinerators, iconserves inatural iresources isuch ias itimber, iwater iand iminerals,  

isaves ienergy, iminimizes igreenhouse igas iemissions ithat icontribute ito iglobal iclimate ichange,  

iprevents ipollution iby ireducing ithe ineed ito icollect inew iraw imaterials,  ihelps isustain ithe 
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ienvironment ifor ifuture igenerations iand ialso ihelps icreate inew iwell-paying ijobs iin ithe irecycling iand 

imanufacturing iindustries i(Environmental iProtection iAgency, i2016). 

2.2.5.4 iMechanical iBiological iTreatment 

Eunomia i(2015) idefines imechanical ibiological itreatment i(MBT) ias ia iprocess idesigned ito ioptimize 

ithe iuse iof iresources iby irecovering imaterials ifor ione ior iseveral ipurpose iand istabilizing ithe iorganic 

ifraction iof iresidual iwaste. iDefra i(2013) iindicates ithat imechanical ibiological itreatment iis ia iresidual 

iwaste itreatment iprocess iwhich iis ian iamalgam iof imechanical iand ibiological itreatment. iMechanical 

ibiological itreatment icomes iwith isome ibenefits iand ithe ibenefits iare ithat imaterials iand ienergy ican 

ibe irecovered iand ispace irequirements iare iminimized. iMoreover igas iand ileachate iemissions ifrom 

ilandfill iare iminimized i(Eunomia, i2015). i 

There iare itwo ibasic iideas ibehind ithe isystems iof imechanical ibiological itreatment ithus iseparate ithe 

iwaste iand ithen itreat ior ito itreat ithe iwaste iand ithen iseparate i(Defra, i2013). iProcesses iof iaerobic 

ibiological iunit iare iutilized ito istabilize ithe iorganic ifraction iin iorder ito icurtail iits ibiodegradability 

iand itherefore iits iability ito igenerate imethane iwhiles iprocesses iof ianaerobic ibiological iunit ihelp 

iproduce ibiogas ifrom ithe iorganic iportion iof imunicipal isolid iwaste i(UNEP, i2015). 

2.2.5.5 iComposting 

Composting irefers ito ithe ibiodegradation iof iorganic imatter ithrough ian iaerobic iprocess iwhich 

iconverts iorganic imatter iinto ia istable ihumic isubstance i(Eunomia,  i2015). iIn ian ioverwhelming 

imajority iof ideveloping icountries, i50% ito i70% iof ithe imunicipal isolid iwaste iare iorganic imaterials.  

iThey iare isuitable ifor icomposting iso ithe iprocess ican ibe ifurthered ivia iseparation iat ia isource i(UNEP, 

i2015). iWith iregard ito ithis iprocess, ithe imicro-organisms iemployed iare ipart iof ithe ithree imain 

icategories, ithus ibacteria, ifungi iand iactinomycetes. iThe ifundamental ifactors ineeded ito iachieve 
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ieffective icomposting iare iair isupply, imoisture icontent, itemperature, ithe iporosity iof ithe imaterial iand  

iits icarbon ito initrogen iratio i(Eunomia, i2015). iAccording ito iUNEP i(2015), iwaste icomposts ican ibe 

iused ifor iland ireclamation iand ias ia isoil iremover iin ilandscaping, iagriculture iand ihorticulture idue ito 

iits iability ito ibetter ithe ibiological iand iphysical iproperties iof isoil iin iparticular iof iuse iin iarid iregions. 

2.2.6 iCommunication iand iWaste iManagement 

A inumber iof istudies ihave irevealed ithat icommunication ihas iaided iin ithe ipromotion iof 

ienvironmental ibehaviour. iRim-Rukeh i& iOgbemi i(2007:493) iindicate ithat i“communication ican 

ihelp iindividuals ito iunderstand ithe iinteraction ibetween iresources i(natural) iand ithe ienvironment”. i 

iNwabueze i(2007:47) idefines ienvironmental icommunication ias ia i“conscious icommunicative ieffort 

ito ibring ipeople ito ithe iknowledge iof ienvironmental iproblems iaround ithem; iencourage ito idesist  

ifrom iactions ithat iare iharmful ithe ienvironment iand isensitize ithem ito ishow igreater icommitment ito 

iactivities iaimed iat isafeguarding ithe ienvironment”. iNwabueze i(2007:45) iindicates ithat 

i“communication iis ian iintegral ipart iof ienvironmental imanagement ibecause iit iis icentral ito ievery 

iactivity iand ias isuch iwould ibe iused iin icoordinating ithe iresources ifor ia isynergistic iapproach ito 

imanagement iof ithe ienvironment. iTherefore ienvironment icommunication iconsists iof iall iforms iof 

icommunication ito ikeep ithe ipublic ienlightened iabout iand iaware iof ienvironmental iissues iand  

itrends. iIt iis ibased ion ithis ireason ithat ithe irole iof icommunication iin isolid iwaste imanagement  

ibecomes iimperative”. i 

According ito iAkpoghiran i(2015), ithe iroles ihighlighted iby iRim iRukeh i& iOgbemi i(2007) iare ito 

iraise iawareness iin ienvironmental iissues iand iit ican ibe iused iin ithe ipromotion iof iresponsible  

ienvironmental ibehaviour, iparticularly isolid iwaste imanagement. iThis iaids igovernment iand iits 

iagencies iascertain iareas iwhere iwaste imanagement ineeds iurgent iattention i(Akpoghiran, i2015). 
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iMacawile i& iSia iSu i(2009:64) ibelieve ithat ieffort ithrough icommunication iis ineeded iin iorder ito 

i“incorporate ithe iinterests iof iboth ithe icommunity ileaders iand ithe ipublic iin iunderstanding itheir 

iroles, irelationships iand icontributions ithrough itheir iperceptions iand iattitudes ias iall iare irecognized  

ias iimportant istakeholders iin iattaining ia isustainable ienvironmentally ioriented ieffort”. 

 

Agbanu i& iNwabueze i(2007) ispearheaded ithat iapplication iof itraditional imedia iin ienvironmental 

imanagement. iThey iwere iof ithe ibelief ithat itraditional imedia iare ipowerful itools ifor ichanneling 

ienvironmental imanagement icommunication iwith ithe iaim iof iconvincing ithe imasses, ispecifically 

irural imasses ito iembrace ia iparticipatory iapproach ito ienvironmental imanagement. iCommunication 

iis ione iof ithe isalient imeans iby iwhich ipeople iin iany ienvironment icould irelate i(Akpoghiran, i2015). 

iIn ibuttressing ithe iimportance iof icommunication, iNwubeze i(2007:46) iindicates ithat 

i“communication iis ia ifundamental iprocess iof isocialization iof ipeople iin iany igiven ienvironment”. 

iCommunication igoes ibeyond ijust ithe isharing iof iinformation ibut ias ia iway iof ihaving ian iimpact ion 

ithe ibeliefs, iviews iand iperceptions iof ipeople iand ialso ito ipersuade ibehavioural iand iattitudinal 

ichange. iThe ipublic iholds ithe imedia iin ihigh iesteem ihence ithey irely ion ithem ifor iinformation 

i(Akpoghiran, i2015). 

McQuail i(2010) iis iof ithe ibelief ithat ithe imedia icauses ia ichange iin ithe ienvironment ianytime ithey iset 

ian iagenda. iCommunication iinfluences ithe iperceptions iof ithe igeneral ipublic ion idiverse iissues. iIn 

ibuttressing ithis istance, iAlabi i(2010:220) iindicates ithat i“messages ireceived ifrom ithe imedia iaffect 

iour ithoughts iand ibeliefs iformation ias iwell ias iresponses ito iattitude”. iAccording ito iAkpoghiran 

i(2015), imass icommunication imessages imay inot ichange iexisting ideep irooted iattitudes ibut iwill 

irather iinfluence iit. iThe iprimary iobjective iis ito iactivate ipublic iefforts itowards ibehavioural ichange 

iin ienvironmental imanagement. iBehavioural ichange ifor ienvironmental imanagement imay irequire 

iconstant iand isystematic iset iof iapplications ior iactivities ito iachieve idesired iobjectives. iThis ican ibe 
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iachieved ivia iincessant ipublic ienlightenment icampaign. iNwabueze i(2007:56) idefines icampaign ias 

i“the iplanning iand icoordination iof iseries iof iconsistent iactivities iaimed iat iachieving ia icentral 

iobjective”. iMcQuail i(2010:550) ialso idefines ia icampaign ias i“the iplanned iattempt ito iinfluence  

ipublic iopinion, ibehaviour, iattitudes iand iknowledge ion ibehalf iof isome icause, iperson, iinstitution ior 

itopic, iusing idifferent imedia iover ia ispecific iperiod iof itime”. iMcQuail i(2010) ifurther istates ithat 

ipublic icampaigns iare inormally idirected itowards isocially iapproved iobjectives. iEnvironmental 

icommunication icampaigns icomprises ithe iadoption iof isteps itowards ian ienvironmental igoal. 

iEnvironmental icampaigns ican ibe ipursued iusing idiverse imedia. i 

2.3 iEmpirical iLiterature 

Akpoghiran i(2015) iconducted ia istudy ion ithe iinfluence iof ibroadcast imedia ienlightenment 

icampaigns ion isolid iwaste imanagement iin iSouth-South iof iNigeria. iIn idetermining ithe irelationship  

ibetween ipublic iawareness iof ithe ibroadcast imedia iand iattitudinal ichange itowards isolid iwaste 

imanagement icampaigns, iboth icontent ianalysis iand isurvey iwas iadopted ifor ithe istudy. iThe iresearch 

iinstrument iused ifor ithe istudy iwere iprograms ischedule iof ibroadcast imedia, iinterviews iand  

iquestionnaires. iThe isampling itechniques iused ifor ithe istudy iwere ipurposive iand icluster isampling.  

iThe istudy ifound ithat ithere iwere iirregular iand ipoor ienlightenment icampaigns iby ithe ibroadcast 

imedia ion isolid iwaste imanagement iin iall ithe istates. iOn ithe iback iof ithis, ithe iinhabitants iexhibited 

ipoor iattitude itowards iwaste imanagement. iThe istudy ifurther irevealed ithat ipositive iattitude itowards 

isolid iwaste imanagement iwas iheavily idependent ion iregular ibroadcast imedia ienlightenment 

icampaigns. 

 

Akpoghiran i& iOkoro i(2014) iconducted ia istudy ion iadopting ibroadcast imedia isensitization 

icampaigns ifor isolid iwaste imanagement. iThe istudy ifocused ion imedia isensitization icampaigns ifor 
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isolid iwaste imanagement iin itwo icities iand istates iin iNigeria. iThe iresearch iinstrument iused ito ielicit  

idata ifrom ithe irespondents iwas iquestionnaire. iThey ifound iout ithat ithe ibroadcast imedia ihave ibeen 

iengaging iin isensitization icampaigns ion isolid iwaste imanagement. iHowever ithe iinhabitants 

iexhibited ipoor iattitude itowards isolid iwaste imanagement. i 

 

Mugweri, iOonyu i& iSentongo i(2018) iinvestigated ithe iinfluence iof ipublic ieducation ion isolid iwaste 

imanagement iin iKampala iCity. iThe istudy imade iuse iof icross isectional isurvey iresearch idesign idue 

ito ithe iheterogeneous inature iof ithe istudy ipopulation. i iMoreover, ithe istudy imade iuse iof imixed  

imethods. iThe iresearchers iselected i289 irespondents iper idivision iusing imultistage isampling. iThey 

ifound iout ithat iorganizations ithat ihave ibeen ieducating ithe ipublic ion isolid iwaste imanagement iare 

iKampala iCapital iCity iAuthority i(KCAA), iVillage iHealth iTeams i(VHTs), iNGOs iand ithe iprivate 

isector icompanies.  iPublic imeetings, iuse iof imass imedia, icommunity idemonstrations iand iinstruction 

ito iindividual iheads iof ihouseholds iare ithe istrategies imapped iup ito ieducate ithe icommunities iin ithe 

icity ion iwaste imanagement. iThey iconcluded ithat ipublic ieducation iis iimproving iwaste imanagement 

iin iKampala iCity. i 

 

Garang i(2015) iexplored ithe irole iof inational iradio  iin isolid iwaste imanagement iin iJuba. iThe istudy 

ifurther iestablished ithe iextent iand iform iof ipublic iparticipation iin isolid iwaste imanagement, 

ieffectiveness iof ithe icommunication imethodology iadapted iby iSouth iSudan iRadio itowards isolid 

iwaste imanagement iand ialso ihow iradio iimpacts ion ipeople’s ibeliefs, iattitudes iand ibehaviours 

itowards isolid iwaste imanagement. iThe istudy ialso imade iuse iof ithe imixed imethods iwhich iis ian 

iamalgam iof iquantitative iand iqualitative imethods. iThe iresearch iinstruments iused ifor ithe istudy 

iwere iquestionnaires iand iinterviews. iThe istudy irevealed ithat iovercrowding, imanufacturers iand 
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iindustries ioperating iin iJuba iwere ithe imain icauses iof isolid iwaste. iIrrespective iof iSouth iSudan iradio  

iin ithe ifight iagainst iwaste iin iJuba, i“my iwaste imy iresponsibility” iwas ithe iconclusion. 

 

Baabereyir i(2009) ialso iconducted ia istudy ion ithe inature iof isolid iwaste iproblem iin itwo icities iin 

iGhana, ithus iAccra iand iSekondi-Takoradi. iThe istudy iadopted iboth iqualitative iand iquantitative  

imethods. iThe iresearch iinstruments iused ifor ithe istudy iwere iquestionnaires, iinterviews,  

idocumentary iand iobservation. iBaabereyir i(2009) ifound iout ithat iboth iAccra iand iSekondi-Takoradi 

iare iexperiencing iworsening isolid iwaste isituations ihowever ithe imunicipal igovernments ilack ithe 

icapacities iwith iregards ito ifinance, ilogistics iand ihuman iresources ito iface ithe imenace. iMoreover, 

ithe istudy irevealed ithat ithe imain icause iof iwaste iproblem iis idue ito ilack iof ipolitical icommitment ito 

iurban ienvironmental imanagement. 
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CHAPTHER iTHREE 

METHODOLOGY 

3.1 iIntroduction 

The iresearch imethodology irepresents ithe imethods ior iprocedures ithat iwere iused iby ithe iresearcher  

ito iconduct ithe istudy. iThe imethodology iinvolves iresearch idesign, imedia, itime iframe, iunit iof 

ianalysis,  idata isource, icoding iparameters, iand istatistical ianalysis. iFurthermore, ithe imethodology 

ialso iprovides ijustification ifor iany imethod ithat iwas iutilized iby ithe iresearcher ifor ithe istudy. 

3.2 iResearch iDesign i 

According ito iCreswell i(2014), ithere iare ithree iapproaches ito iresearch inamely iquantitative, 

iqualitative iand imixed imethods iwhich iis ian iamalgam iof iquantitative iand iqualitative imethods. 

iCreswell i(2014) iindicated ithat iin ichoosing ian iapproach ifor ia istudy, ione imust itake iinto 

iconsideration ithe inature iof ithe iresearch iproblem,  ipersonal iexperience iand iaudience. iThe istudy 

isought ito iexamine imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement ipractices iin iGhana ihence ithe iresearcher  

ideemed iit iappropriate ito iuse icontent ianalysis. iContent ianalysis iis idefined ias i“a imethod iof istudying 

iand ianalyzing icommunication iin ia isystematic, iobjective iand iquantitative imanner ifor ithe ipurpose 

iof imeasuring ivariables” i(Wimmer i& iDominick, i2011). iContent ianalysis ialso imeans imaking ivalid 

iinferences ifrom icontent iin ithe iform iof itexts, ifilms, ipictures, iwritten ior iverbal icommunication 

iusing iqualitative imethods iand/or iquantitative imethods. iTaking iinto iconsideration ithe inature iof ithe 

iresearch iproblem, ipersonal iexperience, iand iobjectives iof ithe istudy, ithe iresearcher igravitated 

itowards iquantitative icontent ianalysis. iThe iquantitative imethod iwas iused iin iquantifying ithe iarticles 

ion ithe inews isites iselected ifor ithe istudy. iContent ianalysis iis inot iexpensive, iit idoes inot irequire 
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icontact iwith ipeople iand iit iis iuseful iin ianalyzing ihistorical imaterials. iHowever, icontent ianalysis iis 

ipurely idescriptive ihence iit imay ifail ito iunearth imotives ifor ithe iobserved ipattern. i 

3.3 iSampling iDesign 

3.3.1 iMedia i 

Traditional imedia iand idigital imedia iare iboth iused ito ieducate, iinform, iand ientertain ithe igeneral 

ipublic. iHowever, iin irecent itimes, idigital imedia ihas igained imore ieminence ibecause ia ilot iof ipeople 

iare iusing ithe iinternet ias iwell ias isocial imedia ito iascertain iwhat iis igoing ion iaround ithem iand iin ithe 

iworld. iIn iview iof ithis, ithe istudy iutilized idigital imedia, ispecifically inews isites. iSecondly, iwith 

iregards ito ithe inews isites, idata iwere ieasily iaccessible icompared ito ithe itraditional imedia. i 

 

3.3.2 iTime iFrame i 

The istudy ifocused ion iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished ion ithe iGhanaian inews isites ifrom i1st  

iJanuary, i2020 ito i15th
 iSeptember, i2020. iThe iresearcher iwanted ito igather ia isignificant inumber iof 

idata ifor ithe istudy ihence ithe iselected itime iframe. 

3.3.3 iNews iSite i 

Simple irandom isampling itechnique iwas iused iby ithe iresearcher ito iselect itwo iGhanaian inews isites 

inamely igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com. iSimple irandom isampling iis ione iof ithe isimplest 

iforms iof icollecting idata ifrom ithe itotal ipopulation. iWith isimple irandom isampling, ieach imember iof 

ithe isubset ihas ian iequal ichance iof ibeing iselected ias ipart iof ithe isampling iprocess. iA isample ichosen 

irandomly iis imeant ito ibe ian iunbiased irepresentation iof ithe ientire ipopulation. iGraphic.com.gh iis 

iowned iby iGraphic iCommunications iGroup iLimited iwhereas imyjoyonline.com iis iowned iby 

iMultimedia iGroup. iThese inews isites iare icredible iand ialso iappeal ito ia ilarge iaudience. i 
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3.4 iUnit iof iAnalysis i 

According ito iTrochim i(2006), ithe ifirst istep ito itake iin ianalyzing idata iis ito idefine ia iunit iof ianalysis.  

iWimmer i& iDominick i(2006) ialso iindicated ithat iunit iof ianalysis imight ibe ia isingle iword ior isymbol,  

ia itheme ior ientire iarticle ior istory. iThe iunit iof ianalysis iutilized ifor ithe istudy iwas ithe iarticles ion 

iwaste imanagement ithat iwere ipublished iby ithe itwo iselected inews isites ifrom i1st iJanuary, i2020 ito 

i15th
 iSeptember, i2020. 

3.5 iSource iof iData 

There iare itwo isources iof idata iin iresearch ithus, iprimary iand isecondary idata ibut ifor ithe ipurpose iof 

ithis istudy, isecondary idata iwas iused. iThe isecondary idata iconsisted iof iarticles ion iwaste 

imanagement ipublished iby iboth igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com. 

3.6 iCoding iParameters i 

Coding idefined iby iWimmer i& iDominick i(2011) iis iputting ithe iunit iof ianalysis iinto icontent 

icategories. iThe iauthors iadded ithat ithere iare itwo iforms iof icoding inamely ia ipriori icoding iand 

iemergent icoding. iWith ia ipriori icoding, icategories iare iestablished ibefore idata iare icollected. iWith 

iregards ito iemergent icoding, icategories iare iestablished iafter iexamination iof idata i(Ibid). iThe istudy 

imade iuse iof iboth ia ipriori icoding iand iemergent icoding. iAfter icoming iup iwith ithe iobjectives, ithe 

iresearcher icreated isome icategories. iAfter ithe ifirst icategorization, ithe iresearcher iproceeded ito 

icollect idata, iexamined ithe idata imultiple itimes iand ithen iadded imore icategories ito ithe iprevious 

iones. iThe icategories iwere ioperationalized ias ifollows: 

● Name iof iNews iSite: iThis ireferred ito ithe iGhanaian inews isite ithat imade ipublications ion 

iwaste imanagement. 
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● Title iof iArticle: i iThis ireferred ito ithe iheadline iof ithe iarticles ipublished ion ithe inews isites. 

iThe iheadline iinforms ithe ireaders iwhat ithe iwhole iarticle iis iabout. i 

● Date iof iPublication: iThis ireferred ito ithe idate ithe iarticles ion iwaste imanagement iwere 

ipublished iby ithe inews isites. 

● Number iof iArticles: iThis ireferred ito ithe itotal inumber iof iwaste imanagement iarticles  

ipublished iby ithe inews isites ifrom i1st
 iJanuary, i2020 ito i15th

 iSeptember, i2020. 

● Length iof iArticle: iThis ireferred ito ihow ilong ior ishort iarticles ion iwaste imanagement iwere 

iand ithey iwere imeasured iwith ithe inumber iof iwords icontained iin ithe iarticles. 

● Purpose iof iArticle: iThis ireferred ito iwhether ithe iarticle ion iwaste imanagement iwere imeant 

ito iinform ithe igeneral ipublic, ieducate ithe igeneral ipublic ior iboth. i 

● Number iof iphotographs: iThis ireferred ito ithe iphotograph ithat iaccompanied ithat ititle iof 

ithe iarticle ilikewise ithe iphotograph(s) ithat iwas iattached ito ithe icontent iof ithe iarticle. i 

● Framing iof iArticle: iThis ireferred ito ihow ithe inews isites irepresented ithe ivarious iwaste 

imanagement iarticles. iThe itwo iframes iemployed ifor ithe istudy iwere iepisodic iand ithematic.  

iEpisodic iframes ifocused ion iindividuals iand ievents iwithout icontext iwhereas ithematic 

iframes ifocused ion itrends iover itime iand ipresented ia iwider ibackground ito ithe iarticle. i 

● Type iof iWaste: iThis ireferred ito ithe itypes iof iwastes ireported iin ithe iarticles ipublished iby ithe 

inews isites. 

● Effects iof iWaste: iThis ireferred ito ithe ieffects iof iwaste ion ihumans, ianimals iand  

ienvironment ipublished iby ithe inews isites. 

● Waste iManagement iPractices: iThis ireferred ito ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported 

iby ithe inews isites. 
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● Sources icited: iThis ireferred ito ithe iperson(s) ior iagency ifrom iwhom ior iwhere ithe 

ireporter/writer ireceived ithe iinformation ifor ithe iarticle. i 

 

3.7 iStatistical iAnalysis 

After ithe icollection iof idata, icoding iwhich iis isimply ithe itransformation iof idata iwas idone iusing 

iStatistical iPackage ifor iSocial iSciences i(SPSS). iDescriptive istatistics iwere iused ito ianalyze idata 

icollected iin ithe iform iof ifrequency itables iand igraphs isuch ias ihistograms, ibar icharts, iand ipie icharts. 

iThese iwere idone iwith ithe ihelp iof iboth iMicrosoft iExcel iand iSPSS. 
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CHAPTER iFOUR 

DATA iPRESENTATION iAND iANALYSIS 

4.1 iIntroduction 

This ichapter ientails idata ianalysis iand idiscussion iof ithe ifindings. iThe ipresentation iof ithe ifindings iis 

iin iaccordance iwith ithe iobjectives iof ithe istudy. iThe ifindings ialso ianswer ithe iresearch iquestions iand  

ithey ihave ibeen ipresented iin ia ichronological iorder. iThe iresults iof ithe ianalysis iare ipresented iwith 

ithe ihelp iof ifrequency idistribution itables iand igraphs. 

4.2 iState iof iMedia iCoverage ion iWaste iManagement iin iGhana 

The ifirst iobjective iof ithe istudy iwas ito idetermine ithe istate iof imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement 

iin iGhana. iIn ibringing ithis iobjective ito ithe ifore, ithe istudy ifocused ion ithe inumber iof iwaste 

imanagement iarticles ipublished iby iboth igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com ifrom i1st iJanuary,  

i2020 ito i15th
 i iSeptember, i2020, ilength iof ithe iarticles, ipurpose iof ithe iarticles, inumber iof 

iphotographs iused iin ithe iarticles iand iframing iof ithe iarticles. 

Figure i4.1: iLength iof iWaste iManagement iArticles 

 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 
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Figure i4.1 ishows iresults ion ithe ilength iof iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iby iboth 

igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com. iThe ilength iof ithe iarticles iwere imeasured iby ithe inumber iof 

iwords icontained iin ithe iarticles ipublished iby ithe inews isites. iFrom iFigure i4.1, i18.75% iof ithe iarticles 

icontained ibetween i201words iand i300 iwords, i25% icontained ibetween i301 iand i400 iwords, i25% 

icontained ibetween i401 iwords iand i500 iwords iand ithe iremaining i31.25% icontained imore ithan i500 

iwords. 

From ithe iabove ithe istatistics, iit ican ibe iseen ithat ithe ilength iof ithe iarticles ivaried ihowever imost iof 

ithe iarticles iwere ilong. iThe ilengthy iarticles icontained idetailed iinformation iwith ilittle ior ino ilacuna  

iin ithe iinformation. iMoreover ithe iarticles iwith ifew iwords iwere iconcise iand iprecise. 

Table i4.1: iCross iTabulation ion ithe iLength iof iWaste iManagement iArticles iReported iby ithe 

iNews iSites 

 i News iWebsites  i 

Length iof iArticles Graphic.com.gh Myjoyonline.com Total 

Between i201 iwords iand i300 iwords 1 2 3 

 i 11.1 28.6 18.75 

Between i301 iand i400 iwords 2 2 4 

 i 22.2 28.6 25 

Between i401 iand i500 iwords 2 2 4 

 i 22.2 28.6 25 

More ithan i500 iwords 4 1 5 

 i 44.4 14.3 31.25 

Total 9 7 16 

 i 100 100 100 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

Out iof ithe ientire iarticles ipublished iby ithe inews isites ifrom i1st
 iJanuary i2020 ito i15th

 iSeptember, 

i2020, ionly i16 iarticles ifocused ion iwaste imanagement. iWithin ithe ispecified iperiod, ithe iwaste 

imanagement iarticles ipublished iby igraphic.com.gh iwere i9 iwhereas ithat iof imyjoyonline.com iwas i7. 

iIt ican ibe iconcluded ithat igraphic.com.gh ihad imore iwaste imanagement iarticles ithan 

imyjoyonline.com. 
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From iTable i4.1, ionly i1 iof ithe iarticles ipublished iby igraphic.com.gh icontained ibetween i201 iwords 

iand i300 iwords iwhereas i2 iof ithe iarticles ipublished imyjoyonline.com icontained ibetween i201 iwords 

iand i300 iwords. i2 iof ithe iarticles iby igraphic.com.gh icontained ibetween i301 iwords iand ithe isame 

inumber iof iarticles iby imyjoyonline.com icontained i301 iwords iand i400 iwords. iMoreover, iboth inews 

isites ihad i2 iof itheir iarticles ihaving ibetween i401 iwords iand i500 iwords. i4 iof ithe iarticles ipublished 

igraphic.com.gh ihad imore ithan i500 iwords iwhereas imyjoyonline.com ihad i1 iarticle iwith imore ithan 

i500 iwords. 

It ihas ibeen iestablished iin iFigure i4.1 ithat imost iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iby ithe 

inews isites iwere ilengthy. iHowever iwith iregards ito ithe ilengthy iarticles, igraphic.com.gh ihad imore 

ithan imyjoyonline.com. i 

Figure i4.2: iPurpose iof ithe iWaste iManagement iArticles 

 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

The ifundamental icardinal ifunction iof ithe imedia iis ito iinform, ieducate iand ientertain. iIn iview iof ithis, 

ithe istudy isought ito iascertain ithe ipurpose iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iby ithe inews 

isites. iFrom iFigure i4.2, i68.75% iof ithe iarticles iinformed ithe ipublic ion iissues iregarding iwaste iand  
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iwaste imanagement iwhereas ithe iremaining i31.25% iinformed iand ieducated ithe ipublic ion iwaste iand  

iwaste imanagement. iIt ican ibe iconcluded ion ithe iback iof ithe istatistics ithat imost iof ithe iarticles 

ipublished iby ithe inews isites ionly iinformed itheir ireaders ion iissues iregarding iwaste iand iwaste 

imanagement iwithout iany ieducation ihowever ia ifew iof ithem idid iboth. 

Table i4.2: iCross iTabulation ion ithe iPurpose iof iWaste iManagement iArticles iReported iby ithe 

iNews iSites 

 i News iWebsites  i 

Purpose iof iArticles Graphic.com.gh Myjoyonline.com Total 

Inform ithe iPublic 5 6 11 

 i 55.6 85.7 68.75 

Inform iand iEducate ithe iPublic 4 1 5 

 i 44.4 14.3 31.25 

Total 9 7 16 

 i 100 100 100 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

From iTable i4.2, i5 iof ithe iarticles ipublished iby igraphic.com.gh ionly iinformed ithe ipublic ion iwaste 

iand iwaste imanagement iissues iwhiles i6 iof ithe iarticles iby imyjoyonline.com ialso imoved ion ithe isame 

itrajectory. iMoreover, i4 iof ithe iarticles iinformed iand ieducated ithe ipublic ion iwaste iand iwaste 

imanagement iissues iwhereas ionly i1 iarticle iby imyjoyonline.com iinformed iand ieducated ithe ipublic  

ion iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. 

From ithe ifigures iabove, iit ican ibe iconcluded ithat iboth inews isites iinformed iand ieducated ithe ipublic  

iwith itheir iarticles. iHowever imost iof ithe iarticles ionly iinformed ithe ipublic ion iwaste iand iwaste 

imanagement iand ion ithat itangent, imyjoyonline.com ihad imore. iWith iregards ito ithe iarticles ithat 

iinformed iand ieducated ithe ipublic ion iwaste iand iwaste imanagement, igraphic.com.gh ihad imore. 
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Figure i4.3 iNumber iof iPhotographs iin ithe iWaste iManagement iArticles 

 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

Figure i4.3 ishows iresults ion ithe inumber iof iphotographs iused iin ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles. iThe  

inumber iincludes ithe iphotographs ithat iaccompanied ithe ititle iof iarticles iand ithe iphotographs iin ithe 

icontent iof ithe iarticles. iFrom iFigure i4.3, i75% iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iby 

igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com ihad ionly ione iphotograph iwhereas ithe iremaining i25% ihad 

itwo iphotographs. i 

Inferring ifrom ithe istatistics, imajority iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles icontained ionly iphotograph. 

iThis imeans ithat imost iof ithe iarticles iaside ihaving iphotographs ithat iaccompanied ithe ititle idid inot 

ihave iphotographs iin ithe icontent. iThe ifew iwaste imanagement iarticles iwith itwo iphotographs ishows 

ithat ithey ihad ianother iphotograph iin ithe icontent. 
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Table i4.3: iCross iTabulation ion ithe iNumber iof iPhotographs iin ithe iWaste iManagement 

iArticles iReported iby ithe iNews iSites 

 i News iWebsites  i 

Number iof iPhotographs Graphic.com.gh Myjoyonline.com Total 

One 7 5 12 

 i 77.8 71.4 75 

Two 2 2 4 

 i 22.2 28.6 25 

Total 9 7 16 

 i 100 100 100 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

7 iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished igraphic.com.gh ihad ione iphotograph iwhereas i5 iof ithe 

iarticles ipublished iby imyjoyonline.com ihad ione iphotograph. iMoreover, iboth inews isites ihad i2 iof 

itheir iwaste imanagement iarticles icontaining itwo iphotographs. iIt ican ibe iconcluded ithat iwith iregards 

ito iarticles ihaving ione iphotograph, igraphic.com.gh imore. iWith iregards ito iarticles ihaving itwo 

iphotographs, iboth inews isites ihad ithe isame inumber. 

Figure i4.4 iFraming iof iWaste iManagement iArticles 

 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 
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The imanner iin iwhich ithe imedia iframe iarticles iis iof iparamount iimportance itherefore iin iascertaining 

ithe istate iof imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement, ithe istudy ialso ifocused ion ihow iboth 

igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com iframed iwaste imanagement iarticles. i43.75% iof ithe iarticles 

iwere ithematic iand ithe iremaining i56.25% iwere iepisodic.  iIt ican ibe iconcluded ion ithe iback iof ithe 

istatistics ithat, imost iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles iwere iepisodic. iIn iother iwords, imost iof ithe 

iarticles ion iwaste imanagement icentered ion iindividuals iand ievents iother igiving ia iwider ibackground 

ion iwaste imanagement ias iwell ias itrends ion ithe iissue iover itime. 

Table i4.4: iCross iTabulation ion ithe iFraming iof ithe iWaste iManagement iArticles iReported iby 

ithe iNews iSites 

 i News iWebsites  i 

Frame iof iArticle Graphic.com.gh Myjoyonline.com Total 

Thematic 5 2 7 

 i 55.6 28.6 43.75 

Episodic 4 5 9 

 i 44.4 71.4 56.25 

Total 9 7 16 

 i 100 100 100 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

From iTable i4.4, igraphic.com.gh ipublished i5 iarticles ithat iwere ithematic iwhereas i2 iof ithe iarticles iby 

imyjoyonline.com iwere ithematic. iMoreover, i4 iof ithe iarticles iby igraphic.com.gh iwere iepisodic 

iwhereas i5 iof ithe iarticles iby imyjoyonline.com iwere iepisodic. iFrom ithe ifigures, imost iof ithe iarticles 

ipublished iby ithe inews isites iin ientirety iwere iepisodic. iHowever, imost iof ithe iarticles iby 

igraphic.com.gh iwere ithematic iand ion ithe iother ihand, imost iof ithe iarticles iby imyjoyonline.com 

iwere iepisodic. iAlbeit ithe istudy ibeing idominated iby iepisodic iarticles, imyjoyonline.com ihad imore 

ithan igraphic.com.gh. 
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4.3 iTypes iof iWaste iReported iby ithe iMedia 

The istudy isought ito iexamine ithe itypes iof iwaste ireported iby igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com.  

iBoth inews isites iclassified iwaste ibased ion ithe iphysical istate iof ithe iwaste isubstances. iThe iresults 

ihave ibeen ipresented iin iTable i4.5 iand iTable i4.6. 

Table i4.5 iTypes iof iWaste iReported iby iGraphic.com.gh 

 iTypes iof iWaste N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Solid iWaste 9 .67 .500 

Liquid iWaste 9 .22 .441 

Gaseous iWaste 9 .22 .441 

Radioactive iWaste 9 .22 .441 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

From, iTable i4.5, ithe itype iof iwaste ireported iby igraphic.com.gh iinclude isolid iwaste, iliquid iwaste, 

igaseous istate iand iradioactive iwaste. iSolid iwaste ihas ia imean iof i0.67 iand ithe iremaining ithus iliquid 

iwaste, igaseous iwaste iand iradioactive iwaste ihave imean ivalues iof i0.22 ieach. iThis imeans ithat ithe 

itype iof iwaste ithat iwas imostly ireported iby igraphic.com.gh iwas isolid iwaste. 

Table i4.6 iTypes iof iWaste iReported iby iMyjoyonline.com 

 iTypes iof iWaste N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Solid iWaste 7 .71 .488 

Gaseous iWaste 7 .14 .378 

Radioactive iWaste 7 .14 .378 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

From iTable i4.6, ithe itypes iof iwaste ireported iby imyjoyonline.com iinclude isolid iwaste, igaseous 

iwaste iand iradioactive iwaste. iSolid iwaste ihas ia imean iof i0.71 iand iboth igaseous iwaste iand 

iradioactive iwaste ihave imean ivalues iof i0.14 ieach. iThis imeans ithat ithe itype iof iwaste imostly 
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ireported iby imyjoyonline.com iwas isolid iwaste ijust ilike igraphic.com.gh. iHowever 

imyjoyonline.com idid inot ihave iany iarticle ithat ireported ion iliquid iwaste. 

4.4 iRepercussions iof iWaste iReported iby ithe iMedia 

Waste ihas ia ilitany iof inegative ieffect ion ihumans, ianimals iand ithe ienvironment ias ia iwhole itherefore 

ithe istudy isought ito iascertain ithe ieffects ireported iby ithe imedia. iTable i4.7 iand iTable i4.8 idisplay 

iresults ion ithe irepercussions. 

Table i4.7 iEffects iof iWaste iReported iby iGrpahic.com.gh 

 iEffects iof iWaste N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Health iProblem 9 .33 .500 

Contamination 9 .78 .667 

Flood 9 .11 .333 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

From iTable i4.7, ithe ieffects iof iwaste ireported iby igraphic.com.gh iinclude ihealth iproblem,  

icontamination iand ifloods. iHealth iproblem ihas ia imean iof i0.33, icontamination ihas ia imean iof i0.78 

iand iflood ihas ia imean iof i0.11. iIt ican ibe iconcluded ithat icontamination iwas ithe imost ireported ieffect 

iof iwaste iby igraphic.com.gh. 

Table i4.8 iEffects iof iWaste iReported iby iMyjoyonline.com 

 iEffects iof iWaste N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Health iProblem 7 .43 .535 

Contamination 7 .43 .535 

Climate iChange 7 .14 .378 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 
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From iTable i4.8, ithe ieffect iof iwaste ireported iby imyjoyonline.com iinclude ihealth iproblem,  

icontamination iand iclimate ichange. iHealth iproblem ihas ia imean iof i0.43, icontamination ihas ia imean 

iof i0.43 iand iclimate ichange ihas ia imean iof i0.14. i iIt ican ibe iconcluded ithat ihealth iproblem iand 

icontamination iwere ithe ieffects iof iwaste imostly ireported iby imyjoyonline.com. 

4.5 iWaste iManagement iPractices iReported iby ithe iMedia 

The istudy ialso isought ito iassess ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby iboth igrahic.com.gh 

iand imyjoyonline.com. iThe iresults ican ibe ifound iin iTable i4.9 iand iTable i4.10. 

Table i4.9 iWaste iManagement iPractices iReported iby iGraphic.com.gh 

 iWaste iManagement iPractices N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Incineration 9 .11 .333 

Recycling 9 .33 .500 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

From iTable i4.9, ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby igraphic.com.gh icomprise 

iincineration iand irecycling. iIncineration ihas ia imean iof i0.11 iand irecycling ihas ia imean iof i0.33. iThis 

iimplies ithat irecycling ias ia iwaste imanagement ipractice ireceived imore ireportage iin igraphic.com.gh 

ithan iincineration. 

Table i4.10 iWaste iManagement iPractices iReported iby iMyjoyonline.com 

 iWaste iManagement iPractices N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Landfill 7 .14 .378 

Incineration 7 .14 .378 

Recycling 7 .29 .488 

Mechanical iBiological iTreatment 7 .14 .378 

Composting 7 .29 .488 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 



39 
 

From iTable i4.10, iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby imyjoyonline.com iinclude ilandfill,  

iincineration, irecycling, imechanical ibiological itreatment iand icomposting. iThis ishows ithat 

imyjoyonline.com ireported imore iwaste imanagement ipractices ithan igraphic.com.gh. iLandfill,  

iincineration iand imechanical ibiological itreatment ihave ithe isame imean ivalue, ithus i0.14. iBoth 

irecycling iand icomposting ihave ithe isame imean ivalue, ithus i0.29. iBased ion ithe imean ivalues, ia 

idefinite iconclusion ithat ican ibe idrawn iis ithat ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ithat iwere imostly 

ireported iby imyjoyonline.com iare irecycling iand icomposting. 

4.6 iSources iCited iby ithe iMedia 

The istudy iwas iinterested iin ithe iagencies/organizations ior iindividuals ithe ireporters/writers ireceived 

iinformation ifor ithe iarticles ion iwaste imanagement. iTable i4.11 iand iTable i4.12 ishowcase iresults ion 

ithe isources icited. 

Table i4.11 iSources iCited iby iGraphic.com.gh 

 iSources N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Government iOfficials 9 .67 .500 

Companies 9 .44 .527 

Interest iGroups/NGOs/CSOs 9 .22 .441 

Health iProfessionals 9 .11 .333 

Residents 9 .11 .333 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

Graphic.com.gh iin itheir ipublications icited isources isuch ias igovernment iofficials,  icompanies,  

iinterest igroups/NGOs/CSOs, ihealth iprofessionals iand iresidents. iGovernment iofficials ihave ia 

imean iof i0.67, icompanies ihave ia imean iof i0.44, iinterest igroups/NGOs/CSOs ihave ia imean iof i0.22, 

ihealth iprofessionals ihave ia imean iof i0.11 iand iresidents ihave ia imean iof i0.11. iDeducing ifrom ithe 

imean ivalues, igovernment iofficials iwere ithe imost isource icited iin ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles 

ipublished iby igraphic.com.gh ifollowed iby icompanies. 
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Table i4.12 iSources iCited iby iMyjoyonline.com 

 iSources N Mean Std. iDeviation 

Government iOfficials 7 .43 .535 

Companies 7 .43 .535 

Interest iGroups/NGOs/CSOs 7 .14 .378 

Source: iContent iAnalysis iof iNews iSites i(January, i2020 i– iSeptember, i2020) 

The isources icited iby imyjoyonline.com icomprise igovernment iofficials,  icompanies iand iinterest 

igroups/NGOs/CSOs. iThe inews isite idid inot icite ihealth iprofessionals iand iresidents ilike 

igraphic.com.gh idid. i iGovernment iofficials ihave ia imean iof i0.43, icompanies ihave ia imean iof i0.43 

iand iinterest igroups/NGOs/CSOs ihave ia imean iof i0.14. iInferring ifrom ithe iindividual imean ivalues, 

iboth igovernment iofficials iand icompanies iwere ithe imost icited isources iin ithe iwaste imanagement 

iarticles ipublished iby imyjoyonline.com. 

4.7 iDiscussion iof iFindings 

The istudy isought ito idetermine ithe istate iof imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iin iGhana. iA 

iplethora iof ivariables iwere iused ito imeasure ithe istate iof imedia icoverage iand ithey iinclude ithe itotal 

inumber iof iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished ifrom i1st
 iJanuary i2020 ito i15th

 iSeptember i2020, 

ilength iof iarticles, ipurpose iof ithe iarticles,  inumber iof iphotographs iin ithe iarticles iand ithe iframing iof 

ithe iarticles. iThe istudy irevealed ithat ithe itotal inumber iof iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iby 

igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com iwithin ithe ispecified itime iperiod iwas i16. iThis iclearly ishows 

ithat imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iwas iextremely ilow. iFactoring iin ithe iperiod iof itime 

ieven imakes iit iworse. iGhana ias ia icountry ihas ibeen istruggling ito iproperly imanage iwaste ihowever 

ithe imedia ihave inot ibeen iinterminably ireporting ion iit. iWith iregards ito ithe ilength iof iarticles ion 

iwaste imanagement ipublished iby ithe imedia, imost iof ithem iwere ilengthy. iThe iarticles icontained 



41 
 

idetailed iinformation iwith ilittle ior ino ilacuna iin ithe ireportage. iThe iarticles icovered ithe iareas ithey 

iwere isupposed ito icover imaking ithe ireader iunderstand ithe isituation ion ithe iground. 

The istudy ifurther irevealed ithat imajority iof ithe iarticles ipublished iby ithe imedia ionly iinformed ithe 

ipublic iabout iissues irelating iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. iHowever ia ifew iof ithe iarticles iinformed 

iand ieducated ithe ipublic ion iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. iMoreover, imost iof ithe iarticles ion iwaste 

imanagement ipublished iby ithe inews isites ihad ionly ione iphotograph. iOnly ia ifew iarticles ihad 

iphotographs iin ithe icontent iof ithe iarticles iaside ithe iphotos ithat iaccompanied ithe ititle. iIt iwas ialso 

ifound iout ithat ithe iframing iof ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles iby ithe inews isites iwere iboth ithematic 

iand iepisodic ihowever imost iof ithe iarticles ipublished iwithin ithe ispecified itime iperiod iwere 

iepisodic. iThey ifocused ion iindividuals iand ievents iother iwider ibackground iof ithe iissue. i 

The istudy ialso ifocused ion ithe itypes iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia. iWaste ican ibe iclassified ibased 

ion ithe isources ior ipremises iof igeneration, iphysical istate iof ithe iwaste isubstances, imaterial 

icomposition iof iwaste iand ilevel iof irisk i(World iBank, i1999). iIt iwas ifound iout ithat ithe imedia iin itheir 

ireportage iclassified iwaste ibased ion ithe iphysical istate iof ithe iwaste isubstances. iThe itypes iof iwaste 

ireported iby ithe imedia iinclude isolid iwaste, iliquid iwaste, igaseous iwaste iand iradioactive iwaste 

ihowever ithe isolid iwaste ireceived ithe imost icoverage. iThese itypes iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia 

iconforms ito ithe itypes iof iwaste igiven iby iWorld iBank i(1999) ion ithe iback iof ithe iphysical istate iof ithe  

iwaste isubstances. 

The istudy ialso isought ito iascertain ithe irepercussions iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia.  iThe 

irepercussions iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia iinclude ihealth iproblems, icontamination, ifloods iand  

iclimate ichange. iThe imedia ireported ithat iwaste ican ilead ito ihealth iproblems isuch ias imalaria,  

icholera, ityphoid ietc. iThis ifinding iagrees iwith iAkpoghiran i(2005) iwho iindicates ithat iflies iemanate 

idue ito iuncovered ipiles iof irotting irefuse iand ithe iflies itransmit  ifaecal-oral idiseases. iMoreover, 
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ianopheles imosquitoes ilive iin ithese iconditions iand itransmit  imalaria, iyellow ifever iand iother 

idiseases. iThe imedia ialso ireported ithat iwaste ileads ito iair icontamination, isoil icontamination ias iwell 

ias iwater icontamination. iThis ifinding ialso iagrees iwith iAkpoghiran i(2005) iwho iindicates ithat iin ithe 

ilong iterm, ithere imay ibe idangers iemanating ifrom iwaste idumps ispecifically ion iground iand ito ithe 

ipollution iof idrinking iwater isources. i iIt iwas ialso ireported iin isome iof ithe iarticles ithat iwaste ibrings 

iabout ifloods. iThis ifinding iconfirms ito ithe iposition iheld iby i(Ajayan i& iSaharsh, i2003) iwhich 

iindicates ithat iwas iwaste idumped iat iwater ichannels iblocks irunning iwater icausing iflood. iThe imedia  

ireported ithat iwaste ican ibring iabout iclimate ichange. 

The istudy ialso ihad ian iinterest iin ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia. iIt iwas 

iunearthed ithat ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia iinclude ilandfill,  

iincineration, irecycling, imechanical ibiological itreatment iand icomposting. iHowever ithe imost 

ireported iwaste imanagement ipractice iby ithe imedia iwas irecycling. iMoreover ithe istudy iaimed iat 

iascertaining ithe isources icited iin ithe iarticles ipublished iby ithe imedia. iThe isources icited iin ithe iwaste 

imanagement iarticles iinclude igovernment iofficials, iinterest igroups/NGOs/CSOs, icompanies,  

ihealth iprofessionals iand iresidents. iThe imost icited isource iin ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles iby ithe 

imedia iwas igovernment iofficials. 
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CHAPTER iFIVE 

SUMMARY, iCONCLUSION, iAND iRECOMMENDATION 

5.1 iIntroduction 

This iis ithe iconcluding ichapter iof ithe istudy iand iit ientails ia isummary iof ithe istudy iand imajor 

ifindings. iFurthermore, ithis ichapter ipresents ithe iconclusion idrawn, irecommendations ibased ion ithe 

ifindings iand iconclusion idrawn, ilimitations, iand iareas ifor ifurther istudies. 

5.2 iSummary iof ithe iStudy 

Generally, ithe istudy iexamined imedia icoverage iof iwaste imanagement ipractices iin iGhana.  

iSpecifically, ithe istudy ifocused ion ithe istate iof imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iin iGhana,  

itypes iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia, irepercussions iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia, iwaste 

imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia iand isources icited iby ithe imedia. iDigital imedia, 

ispecifically inews isites iwere iselected ifor ithe istudy. iSimple irandom isampling iwas iused ito iselect itwo 

iof iGhana’s ireputable inews isites, ithus igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com. iWaste imanagement 

iarticles ipublished iby igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com ifrom i1st
 iJanuary, i2020 ito i15th

 

iSeptember, i2020 iwere iconsidered ifor ithe istudy. iThe icontent ion ithe iarticles iwere ianalyzed iusing 

iquantitative itechniques, iparticularly idescriptive istatistics. iThe ianalysis iwere idone iwith iSPSS iand 

iMicrosoft iExcel. iThe iresults ihave ibeen iencapsulated ibelow. 

The istudy irevealed ithat imedia icoverage ion iwaste imanagement iover ithe i9 imonths iperiod iwas 

iextremely ilow ihowever imost iof ithe iarticles ipublished iwere ilengthy. iMost iof ithe iarticles ipublished 

iinformed ithe ipublic ion iissues iregarding iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. iThe istudy ifurther ibrought 

ito ilight ithat imost iof ithe iarticles iaside ihaving iphotographs iaccompanying ithe ititle idid inot ihave 
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iphotographs iin ithe icontent. iThe imedia iin ipublishing ithe iwaste imanagement iarticles imade iuse iof 

iboth iepisodic iand ithematic iframes ihowever imost iof ithe iarticles iwere iepisodic. 

The istudy ibrought ito ilight ithat ithe itype iof iwaste ireported iby ithe imedia iinclude isolid iwaste, iliquid 

iwaste, igaseous iwaste iand iradioactive iwaste. 

Moreover, ithe imedia ireported ithat iwaste ileads ito ihealth iproblems,  icontamination, ifloods iand 

iclimate ichange. 

The istudy ibrought ito ithe ifore ithat ithe iwaste imanagement ipractices ireported iby ithe imedia iinclude 

ilandfill, iincineration, irecycling, imechanical ibiological itreatment iand icomposting. 

Lastly,  ithe istudy irevealed ithat ithe isources icited iby ithe imedia iin itheir ireportage iwere igovernment 

iofficials, icompanies, iresidents, ihealth iprofessionals iand iinterest igroups/NGOs/CSOs. 

5.3 iConclusion 

Waste iis igenerated iday iin iday iout idue ito ithe iactivities iof ihumans iand ianimals. iIndustries igenerate 

iwaste, itraders igenerate iwaste ias iwell ias iresidents ihowever imanaging ithe iwaste igenerated iis ia 

imajor ichallenge iin ithe icountry. iUnable ito iproperly imanagement iwaste ihas ibrought iabout iharmful 

ieffects ion ihumans, ianimals iand ithe ienvironment ias ia iwhole. iThe imedia iare iof iparamount 

iimportance ito isociety ibecause ithey ieducate, iinform iand ientertain. iThe imedia ihave ia irole ito iplay iin 

iissues irelating ito iwaste imanagement. iOn ithe icontrary, ithey ido inot iincessantly ireport ion iissues 

iregarding iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. iTheir ireportage ion iwaste imanagement iis iextremely ilow. 

iThis iis ireally ibad ibecause imanaging iwaste ihas ialways ibeen ia iconundrum. iAlbeit ithe isituation iat 

ihand, ithey ihave inot ibeen ipaying imuch iattention ito iit. iA icampaign iby ithe imedia iwill iminimize 

iimproper iways iof idisposing iof iwaste ibecause ithe igeneral ipublic ihold ithem iin ihigh iesteem iand iwill 

iadhere ito ievery iinformation ithey ichurn iout. iThe ifew ireportage iby imedia itouched ion ithe itype iof 
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iwaste igenerated iand ithey iinclude isolid iwaste, iliquid iwaste, igaseous iwaste iand iradioactive iwaste. 

iHowever, ithey ifailed ito ieducate ithe ireaders ion iwhat iconstitutes ieach itype iof iwaste. iMoreover ithe 

imedia ireported ion isome iwaste imanagement ipractices isuch ias irecycling, icompositing, ilandfill,  

iincineration iand imechanical ibiological itreatment. iThe imedia ican ido ibetter iwith iregards ito ireports 

ion iwaste iand iwaste imanagement ibecause ithey ihave ifailed iin ithat iarea. 

5.4 iRecommendations 

The ifollowing irecommendations iare iproposed ibased ion ithe ifindings iand iconclusion idrawn. 

1. The istudy irevealed ithat ireportage ion iwaste imanagement iis iextremely ilow itherefore ithe 

imedia ishould igive iwaste imanagement ithe imaximum iattention isince imanaging iwaste iis 

ione iof ithe icankers ifacing ithe icountry. iThe imedia ishould iconstantly ireport ion iissues  

irelating ito iwaste iand iwaste imanagement. 

2. The imedia iin itheir ireportage imust iincessantly ieducate ithe ipublic/readers ion ithe iharmful 

ieffects iof iwaste ias iwell ias ithe iproper iways iof imanaging iwaste. 

3. The imedia iin ieducating ithe ireaders ishould ikeep itheir iarticles ilucid iand istraightforward iin 

iorder inot ito ibore ithe ireaders. 

5.5 iLimitations iof ithe iStudy 

1. The istudy iwas ilimited ito ionly inews isites ibasically ibecause iof iavailability iand iaccessibility 

iof idata. 

2. The istudy iwas ilimited ito ionly itwo inews isites itherefore ithe ifindings iof ithe istudy icannot ibe 

igeneralized. 

3. The itime iframe iof ithe iarticles iwas ilimited ito i9 imonths, ithus ifrom i1st
 iJanuary, i2020 ito i15th

 

iSeptember, i2020. 
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5.6 iAreas ifor iFurther iStudies 

The icurrent istudy ifocused ion iwaste imanagement iarticles iby igraphic.com.gh iand imyjoyonline.com 

itherefore ifurther istudies ishould ilook iat iwaste imanagement iarticles ipublished iother inews isites iin 

iGhana. iMoreover, ithe istudy imade iuse iof ipublications iby inews isites itherefore ifurther istudies 

ishould iuse iof inews istories ion iwaste imanagement iby ithe itraditional imedia. iLastly, ifuture istudies 

ican iinvestigate ithe irole iof ithe imedia iin iwaste imanagement iin iGhana. 
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APPENDIX 

CODING iSHEET 

1. Name iof iNews iSite 

a) Graphic.com.gh 

b) Myjoyonline.com 

2. Title iof iArticle 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………… 

3. Date iof iPublication 

……./……/……………. 

4. Length iof iArticle 

a) Less ithan i100 iwords 

b) Between i100 iwords iand i200 iwords 

c) Between i201 iwords iand i300 iwords 

d) Between i301 iwords iand i400 iwords 

e) Between i401 iwords iand i500 iwords 

f) More ithan i500 iwords 

5. Purpose iof iArticle 

a) Inform ithe ipublic 

b) Educate ithe ipublic 

c) Both 

6. Number iof iPhotographs 

a) 1 

b) 2 

c) 3 

d) 4 

7. Frame iof iArticle 

a) Thematic 
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b) Episodic 

8. Type iof iWaste iReported 

a) Solid iWaste 

b) Liquid iWaste 

c) Gaseous iWaste 

d) Radioactive iWaste 

9. Effect iof iWaste 

a) Health iProblems 

b) Contamination 

c) Extreme iclimate ichanges 

d) Flooding 

e) Breeds idisease-carrying ipests 

10. Waste iManagement iPractices 

a) Landfill 

b) Incineration 

c) Recycling 

d) Mechanical iBiological iTreatment i(MBT) 

e) Composting 

11. Sources iCited 

a) Government iOfficials 

b) Philanthropists 

c) Companies 

d) Interest iGroups/NGOs/CSOs 

e) Health iProfessionals 

f) Residents 

 

 

 


